THE LAMB FAMILY
levoted to him. All we know for certain is that by
[779 Lord Egremont was established as her most
trusted adviser and chief lover. What Lord Melbourne
thought of his Betsy's amorous activities is also ob-
scure. People noticed that he did not seem to like his
wife's friends. But he was not the man to make an
effective protest; moreover, Lady Melbourne always
took particular care never to put him in an awkward
position.
However, she did not look exclusively to men for
her advancement. It is die measure of her perspicacity
that she realized that the security of a woman's social
position depends on the support given her by her own
sex. And she set her wits to get it. So successfully, that
within a few years of coming to London she had be-
come a close friend of the most famous fashionable
leader of the day, die ravishing Duchess of Devon-
shire. It was an unnatural intimacy. For one thing
Lady Melbourne was essentially a man's woman; it
was only with men that she felt sufficiently sure of her
ground to be her robust self; with women she was at
best no more than smooth and pleasant. Further, the
Duchess was her opposite in every respect, refined,
imprudent and emotional. But affinity of the spirit is
not so necessary for friendship in the rush of fashion-
able life, as in soberer circles. It is enough to be agree-
able and to enjoy the same pleasures. Lady Melbourne
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